Excerpt from “We are destined to be a great manufacturing people.”  Henry A. Miles


Since the incorporation of Lowell as a city, two new companies have erected extensive works.  The Massachusetts Manufacturing Company was chartered in 1839, and has built four large mills now in successful operation, together with several blocks of boarding-houses.  The Prescott Company was incorporated in 1843, and have erected a mammoth mill on the banks of the Concord river.  It has not yet received its machinery.  An extensive foundry was built in 1840 by the Locks and Canal company, at a cost of thirty thousand dollars.  Here about seventy men area constantly employed, making the castings which are used in the machine-shops and factories of the city.  Among the other improvements which have been made within new churches, the purchase and establishment, in 1839, on the modern plan of separate cells; the consecration in 1840, of a beautiful cemetery…; and the purchase, this year, by the city, of two large commons, one of twenty acres, the other of none, which are to be forever kept open for walks, parades, and other uses.  To these should be added the establishment, this year, of a City Library; and the fact that the first steps have been taken to provide immediately for a house of reformation of juvenile offenders.

